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4 THE SoutH’s BATTLE AEBBEY.

THE HOUSTON REUNION.

i

EXTRACT FROM PROCEEDINGS.

Extracts from the minutes of the Hous-
ton re-union, held May 22, 23 and 24,
1895

Gen. Gordon requested Gen. S. D. Lee
to take the chair, and said: My com-
rades, I desire to have your close atten-
tion, and hope that every veteran pres-
ent will hear what I have to say, as
I wish to place before this body a matter
which is of supremest interest to the
survivors, and exceeds in its scope and

importance anything which has yet been |d

before you for your consideration. I do
this with pleasure, and with my heart
swelling with pride and gratitude—pride
that I belong to an association which can
boast of a member so patriotic and gen-
erous, a generosity which outshines and
overleaps anything which has yet been
atlempted or done by any man for the
confederate cause—and gratitude to the
giver of all good that the noble donor
has seen fit to bestow port of his great
wealth where it will preserve the story
of your heroic deeds for all time. I am
proud to be the medium of making known
to you the purposes and plans of one
who, as a private soldier in all the Vir-
ginia campaigns, added laurels to his own
name and luster to the history of hig
own state and to our arms.

Bright fortune has smiled upon him
since the close of the war, and he now
offers with that magnanimity born of
true nobility to place part of his honest
and rapidly accumulating wealth where it
will perpetuate the story of your glory.

With heartfelt sorrow I announce to you
the sad tidings.that he is, unfortunately,

e

blind, caused by overwork; but although‘
he is blind in his sight, he is not, my
comrades, blind in his heart, nor indiffer-

ple, and by his munificent act shows

power created by his splendid mind and
which his great wealth commands, to

by hig countrymen in the past.

allude, my comrades,
Charles Broadway Rouss, now of New
York, but formerly of Winchester, Va.,

represent him here, who has the blood of
old Zach and Dick Taylor in his veins
and T now call upon this grandson of
President Zachary Taylor, and nephew
of that brilliant and "peerless general,
Dick Taylor, to come upon the platform
and make known to you in his own words
and in his own way, what it is that our
friend and comrade, Rouss, proposes to

0.
Adjutant General Moorman then es-
corted Colonel Wood to the platform,
who then read the circulars and letters
from Mr. Rouss, minutely detailing his
plan for a national memorial hall, and
fully_authorlzmg Colonel Wood to act
for him in the matter. After a full ex-
planation by Colonel Wood of Mr. Rouss’
1deas and views he announced that Chas.

make a cash subscription of $100,000 as
his individual contribution to the me-
morial fund, when the movement as-
sumed proper shape.

‘When the storm of applause which
greeted this announcement subsided Gen-
eral Gordon moved that the thanks of
the veterans and greeting be sent to
Charles Broadway Rouss, expressing
their deep gratitude for his munificent,
gift, and heartfelt sympathy for the mis.
fortune to his eyesight, which all hoped
would be only temporary. This was
carried amidst the wildest a plause, and
by a rising vote. General Gordon then
moved that a committee, to be composed
of one member to he named by each
southern state, or division, be appointed
to examine into and report upon tge plan
submitted by Charles Broadway Rouss,
which was unanimously adopted. Regu-
lar order of business was resumed.

Official. GEO. MOORMAN,

Adjutant General and Chief of Staft;.

that he means and intends by all the

who has selected a man as his agent to.

ent to the glory of his country and peo-

i

take care of the glorious part achieved :

to Private

Broadway Rouss had delegated him to
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. @eneral Orders No. 145.

"~ that the plan which was submited to the

' GENERAL ORDERS.

J. B. GORDON, GEN. COMMANDING.

General Order No. 145

Announcing Commitiee. .
Hdqrs. United Confede:ate Veterans,'
New Orleans, La., Aug. 24, 1895.

The general commanding announces

Following are the members of the com-

mittee apointed under the above resolu-
tion, to-wit:

Gen. Geo. H. Stuart, South RiveRr,

Anne Arundel county, Md.; Col. J.

MeclIntosh, Meridian, Miss.; Gen. Geo D.
Johnston, Tuscaloosa, Ala.;
Cary, Richmond, Va.; Gen. J. A.
ron, New Orleans,
Teague, Aiken, S.
rett, Nashville, Tenn.; Col. John O. Cas-
ler, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Gen. W. D
| Chipley
" |wens, Springﬁeld, Mo.; 4 Capt.
Carter, Avon, Fayette county, Ky.; Col.
Howard Williams, 1
W. C. Ratecliffe, Little Rock, Ark.; Maj.

Col. J. B.
Chala-

Tias: . Capti B H.
C.; Maj. W. R. Gar-

Pensacola, Fla.; Col. J. C. Ora-
John H.

Atlanta, 'Ga.; Hon.

convention at the Houston ie-union by Thomas W. Goree, Galveston, Tex.: Gen.
that generous, large-hearted and noble R. F. Hoke, Lincolnton, N. C.;

ex-private of the confederate army, Chas.

ter, Va., but now of New York, for t}le
establishment of a national memorial
association, hut which should properly be
called the Rouss Memorial association,
having for its object the erection of a
great building or memorial hall, in the
words of Senator John M. Daniel, of
Virginia, to become the “Battle Abey of
the South,” where the records, cherished
relics and mementoes of the seuthern peo-
fle in their historic struggle of 1861 to

865 are to be collected and preserved for |

future ages, is about to assume definite
shape. :

The plan, as drafted by Mr. Rouss,
was presented to the convention at the
Houston re-union by his friend, Colonel
R. €. Wood, with the hope that the at-
tention and co-operation of all the old
veterans would be secured. At the same
time he read a letter from Mr. Rouss,
naming him as his agent and representa-
tive in this matter, and announced that
Charles Broadway Rouss had delegated
him to make a cash subscription of
$100,000 as his individual contribution.
to the memorial fund when the move-
ment assumed proper shape. In re-
sponse to this munificent. proposal the
genaral commanding offered a resolution,
which was unanimously adopted, that a
committee to be composed of one mem-
ber to be named by each soathern state
or division, be apointed to examine into
and report upon the plan submitted by

LG By )
(. Tennant, McAlester, I. T.; Capt. John
; M. Hickey, Washington, D. C.;
Broadway Rouss, formerly of Winches- | ¢

Capt.
S. White, Romney, W. Va. :
The members of the committee will

elect a chairman, and will be duly noti-
fied of time and place of meeting.

By order o
J. B. GORDON,
General Commanding.
GEO. MOORMAN, = :
Adjutant General and Chief of Staff.

Oeneral Order No. 149.

Headquarters United Confederate Vet-
erans,
New Orleans, La.. Sept. 28, 1895.
General Orders No. 149.

The general commanding hereby makes
the following appointments to fill vacan-
cies occasioned by resignations from the
committee appointed in General Orders
No. 145, current series, from these head-
quarters, to examine into and report
upon the plan submitted by Charles
Broadway Rouss for the establishment of
a Confederate Memorial Hall, to-wit:

Lieutenant General W. L. Cabell, Dal-
as, Texas, vice Major Thomas W.
Goree. )

Major Thos. S. Kenan, Raleigh, N. C.,
vice General R. I. Hoke. ;

By order of
J. B. GORDON, "
General Commanding.
Geo. Moorman

Charles Broadway Rouss.

(Official.) i

Adjutant General and Chief of Staff.
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Atlanta in connection with the Memo-
rial building it is in contemplation to
erect. Proceeding from headguarters
_with my verbal instructions it is only
necessary for me to say in this com-
munication that you are authorized to
act in my behalf and to represent me
before the committee which will be as-
sembled at Atlanta from various states
of the south. Hoping that our efforts
in behalf of the memorial will be
crowned with success. | .

I am yours very truly,
CHARLES BROADWAY ROUSS.

Col. Dickinson, on being introduced,
addressed the committee in an eloquent
speech, in which he fully represented
tﬁe patriotic spirit of Mr. Rouss in the
origination of the great idea of a mem-
orial building and set forth the influence
that the movement would have, not only
in preserving the historical data of con-
federate times, but also in promoting a
spirit of patriotic brotherhood in all
parts of the Union. )

Col. Dickinson was warmly and fre-
quently applauded, and at the conclu-
sion of his address he was invited to
participate in all the deliberations of
the body.

The committee took up and discussed
the report of the committee on char-
ter. Its adoption was advocated by Col.
Melntosh, Col. Rateliffe, Gen. Cabell,
Capt. Tedgue, Maj. Garrett and Dr.
Tennent. Gen. Johnston stated that he
approved the general plan proposed by
the committee, but opposed the adoption
of the report so far as any action should
be taken by the committee itself to have
an immediate incorporation of a Confed-
erate Memorial association. On motion
of Capt. Hickey the report was laid
temporarily on the table in order that
the report of the committee on Ways and
Means might be read. The report of the
committee on Ways and Means was read
by Col. Wood, chairman, and was unan-
imously adopted as follows:

The undersigned, constituting the com-

ing, we deem it proper to present to your
honorable body the situation of affairs
as it actually exists. .

The plan of commemoration submitted
to the veterans by Comrade Chas
Broadway Rouss has appealed so foreci
bly to their patriotic sentiments and has
recommended its practicability so strong-
ly to their judgment as to leave no doubt
of their desire for its adoption. The
creation of your honorable body by an
unanimous vote of the veterans at
Houston proves the correctness ot this
conclusion. We are brought then to the
consideration of the means by which this
plan c¢an be put into operation. The
munificent subsecription of Comrade
Rouss of $100,000 was conditioned upon
the forthcoming of a like amount from
other sotces. This condition was em
minently wise and prudent, and was es:
sential to success, as the contribution o
Comrade Rouss alone would not effect
the purpose intended. To raise this ad
ditional amount is the most importan
matter that can’ occupy the attentio
of your honorable body, as upon thi
point hinges the success of the grea
work in which we are engaged. Con:
vinced of this, we have considered ever
source of supply that, in ‘our opinion
was available. As a result, we expres
the confident belief that the money r
quired can be secured by the persona
contributions of veterans and confede
ate sympathizers and through the efforts
of the women of the south. In support
of this belief we beg leave to call you
attention to the following facts and fi
ures: There are enrolled in the membe
ship of the different camps more tha
50,000 veterans, and it is entirely safe to
estimate their joint contributions at $50
000. There are an equal number of con-
federate veterans who are unattached to
organizations, and who ecan be relied
upon for support to the amount of $25
000, There are in the south 238 cities
containing populations of over 5,000
cach and as all of these communitie

mittee on Ways and Means respectfully
beg leave to submit the following re-
port: We are fully impressed by the im-
ortance/of the dutv assigned to us and
n attempting its discharge we have
availed ourselves of all materials that we
could command. As preliminary to the

recommendations that we propose mak-

have large ard enthusiastic confederate
‘elements they can be relied upon f
liberal support. The women of

south, whose active co-operation we ma;
take for granted, are confident that fro
this source they can secure sufficie:
money to establish the Eroponed ins
tution, to equip it thoroughly, and to p:

Ture SourH’s BATTLE ABBEY. 9

vide for its permanent maintenance.

 'While we have implicit confidence in the

zeal and ability of these noble women,
based upon what they have already ac-
complished in similar directions, we wish

. to be entirely on the safe side in the pre-

sentation of figures to your honorable
body. We believe that these 238 cities
can be safely relied upon for a contribu-
tion of $250 each, or $50,000 in all.
Recapitulating we have:

From members of the veteran

CAINTIS S e e $ 50,000
' From unattached veterans ..... 25,000
From 238 cities: ... ... R I 0,0)
Making a total of...........$134,500

‘While we think that we would be
justified in making a larger estimate of
resources, we have confined ourselves
to figures upon which we are satisfied
your honorable body may implicitly rely
in determining upon work to be done.
We have excluded from consideration
contributions from towns and villages
of 'small population, from sons and

. ' daughters of the confederacy, and from
- other soruces. g
. view with those certain avenues of sup-

We have kept solely in

ply that will enable the veterans, by sup-

. plementing Comrade Rouss’ magnificent

“contribution, to erect an institution
worthy in every respect of the men and
cause whose memory they seek to per-
petuate.

These results are within reach, but

"~ they cannot be secured without active,

intelligent and continuous labor. Up to
the meeting of your honorable body Com-
rade Rouss was the sole motor of this
memorial movement, and on him -4 the
burden of work and expense. How he
discharged the obligations that he will-
ingly and generously assumed is a matter
of record. The appointment of your hon-
orable body as the direct representatives
of the different organizations of the
United Confederate Veteran association
transfers to you the charge of this mem-
orial work, and it is to you that the
veterans will now look for the fruition of
their hopes and desires.

‘We have not pointed the available
sources of money supply without a con-
sideration of the means of 1eaching
them. ™To secure subseriptions from the
enrolled veterans, ‘hey must be thor-
oughly canvassed by their respective

.

camp commanders. To induce liberal
action by the unattached veterans and
confederate . sympathizers, urgent and
continuous appeals must be made to them.
To prepare the field for this course, we
consider an address by your hounorable
body to be of the greatest impertance.
This addresssshould be clear and explicit
as to the condition of our memorial work,
and it should show the absolute necessity
of prompt and liberal support, and your
honorable body should so arrarge as to
ensure its wide and proper distribution.
This address should be followed by the
regular dissemination of memorial mat-
ter that would stimulate exertion and
increase and preserve existing enthusi-
asm. A full measure of success cannot
possibly be secured by arousing occa-
sicnal and temporary interest.

As we have stated, the active support
of the women of the South can be relied
upon in the important work of collecting
funds for the memorial work in hand.
The plan which suggests itself as the
most feasible and which would be most
in accord with the wishes of our devoted
women is this: To secure the establish-
ment of a memorial festival day, the
celebration of which should be under
the sole direction and control of them-
selves.

A recommendation to the gallant Gor-
don to this effect by your honorable body
would be followed by the issuance of an
order which would be observed through-
out the entire South. Xvery city, town
and hamlet would respond by a liberal
contribution to ‘the great Battle Abbey
that we propose to erect.

We believe that the labors of your
honorable body should not cease with
vour present session. We should re-
gard their discontinuance at this junc-
ture as a serious menace to the success
of our movement. An interruption of
work. even for a short space of time,
would destroy, to a great extent, the
fruits of former labors.

We are aware of the impossibility of
keeping the Memorial committee as a
body, in constant session, but we believe
that its labors may be made continuous
through representatives. We think that
your honorable body, before adjourning,
should map out a definite plan of work
and entrust its execution to an executive
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ADDRESS OF THE COI'IITTEE.

An Appeal to Confederate Veterans,
Sons of Veterans and Daughters of
* the Confederacy.

To All Confederates, to the Sons of
%‘onfederates Veterans, the Daughters
of the Confederacy and the Noble Wo-
men of the South: 3
This address is made to you by direc-

tion of a general committee from all of

the Southern States, acting under ap-
pointment and by authority of the United

Confederate Veterans’ Assocmtmn: ]
That general committee was raised in

consequence of a communication from

Mr. Charles Broadway Rouss, of New

York City, at the annual convention of

United Confederate Veterans, in Hous-

ton, Tex., through which this generous

Confederate comrade proposed to give

- $100,000 for a great purpose, which

will be more particularly described here-

after, upon the proper condition that we
would evince an equally patriotic spirit
by contributing in many small subscrip-
- tions, a similar sum. The communica-

tion of Mr. Rouss was received with a

most appreciative demonstration of

enthusiasm by the immense body_of

Confederates assembled in that reunion,

and on a resolution presented by J. B.

Gordon, Commanding General, with Gen.

Stephen D. Lee in the chair, It was

ecomposed of one member from each Di-

vision or State. This important commis-

sion was entrusted to the following com-
rades, viz:
Gen. George H. Stewart, Mqryland.
Col. J. R. McIntosh, Mississippi.
Gen. George D. Johnston, Alabama.
Col. J. B. Cary, Virginia, |
Gen. J. A. Chaiaron, Louisiana, 5
Capt. B. H. Teague, South Carelina.
Major 'W. R. Garrett, Tennessee,
0. Casler, Oklahoma.
Gen. W. D. Chipley, Florida.
Col. J. C. Cravens, Missouri.
Capt. John H. Carter, Kentucky.
Col. Howard Williams, Georgia.
Hon. W. C. Ratcliffe, Aakansas.
Gen. W. L. Cabell, Texas. A
Col. Thos. S. Kenan, North Carolina,

' which this address is necessarily conflned

Capt. John M. Hicky/, Washington,

7 C- . . 3

Capt. W. C. White, West Virginia.
_The committee assembled in Atlanta,
Georgia, October 19, /4895, in person or
by proxy, the proxies being Gen. Clement
A. Evans, J. O. Mprray, of West Vir-
ginia, and Col. Robert C. Wood. Its de-
liberations continued several daysv and
covered fully and {arefuly the great mat-

er submitted for consideration; all of
hoich discussions were held with re-
markable unity and enthusiasm, evincing
the most patriotic spirit and a lofty pur-
pose to carry on to rapid and s1gpa1 suc-
cess the magnificent scheme which M.
Rouss had inaugurated. The cenclusions
of the committee were reached in abso-
lete and fraternal unanimity, and it was
then deemed to be essential that an ad-
dress to our people should be made 7
through a special committee appointed
for that purpose. i

‘We therefore enter upon this duty\;i
confessing our profound sense of the
magnitude of the enterprise we have in
hand, and the inexpressible worth to
ourselves, our posterity, our South, and
our whole country, of the memorial in-
stitution suggested by Mr. Rouss. We
do not distrust your patriotic interest in
perpetuating the principles which have
always governed the ‘actlons Qf the g
Southern people, and in preservirg the
materials of their honorable history; we
do not imagine there iy any abatement
of the tenderness or strength of your
regard for the actors in the ever mem-
orable days of the Confederacy; mor do .
we fear a lack of your liberality in a
prompt response to any appeal on 15)e—
half of our common cause; but we sin-
cerely say that in the brief space within

we cannot adequately set forth the in-
estimable value, the absolute necessity,
the limitless influence, as well' as _the‘
sublime spirit—all included within the
incomparable endeavor now proposed, 1o
establish in the South a superb and in
destructible memorial of Confederate
times. 3

‘With this feeling deeply impressing
ourselves, we proceed to submit to you
a very succinct statement of the noble
proposal of Mr. Rouss and the object

Dr. L. C. Tennent, Tndian Territory.

.

now contemplated as something sure of

. meémorials and well

. from his Southern comrades.

, of those brave men.

Ter SovrH’s BATTLE ABBEY.
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attainment thryugh our speedy 2nd en-
thusiastic action\ It is eminently proper,
however, that precede the statement
'with a mention &f the life of the noble

~ ‘private soldier of the Confederate Army

who first of all his\ comrades rose to the
conception of an enterprise on behalf of
-his beloved South,\exceeding all prior
orthy of the great
cause it is designed \to represent.
comrade, Charles Brpadway Rouss, is
proud of his Southern birth, and has
never wavered in the devotion of his heart
He was
born and reared in \Winchester, Va.,
and grew up intelligently, accustomed to
commercial life. In the midst of a sue-
cessful career then fairly begun, he was
found ready ‘when war
call of the South, and enlisted as a pri-
vate in the Twelfth Virginia Cavalry,
where he rode with Rosser, Ashby and
other gallant spirits in that dangerous
service which daily imperilled the lives
Seeking .no other
place but that of a fighting private, he
impressed himself upon the memory of
his comrades by his fidelity and gallantry
to the last. General Rosser said re-
cently that his attention was often
. drawn to the brave young ecavalryman
in the desperate fights in. which the
Black Horse Cavalry were so frequently
engaged. Thus by his hard, unselfish,
and dangerous service through the perils
of the whole war our comrade endeared
himself to us and unconsciously became
that typical Southern soldier who will
be consp.cuously portrayed in the his-
tory, poetry, statuary and song of the
ages to come. His name is now far
famed and fervently mentiohed through-
out our country, but the truest evidence
of our appreciation will be manifested
when we celebrate his three score years
of valuable life in 1896, by presenting
him a parchment scroll containing tens
of thousands of names with a completed
response to his generous proposition.

After the war he went to New York
City and engaged in commercial busi-
~ ness on a plan of his own conception.

Commencing without capital, but with
inborn courage and certain intuitions
that surely directed him to success, our
comrade illustrated Southerr commercial
genius in the great city of New York,

arose to obey the |

amidst the giants of trade and accumu-
lated large wealth. His finanecial succoss

 broadened: his opportunities for benevo-

lence and these he has seized to reliove
many a confederate, to help numbers of
dtruggling young men, to encourage in-
stitutions of charity, and to build monu-

ments in memory of the confederate
dead. :

Now he crowns all with an unexpected,
unsolicited proposal so unique and appro-
Eriate, so grand and feasable, that we can

ave no hesitation in an immediate en-
(thusiastic co-operation with him in bear
ing it on the rising tide to a most mag-
nificent success. What is this undertak-
ing? Tt is no less than the foundation of
a memorial institution of noble propor-
tions in some southern city, which wiﬁ be
deyvoted to the collection and guardian-
ship of all things that can illustrate the
entire wonderful epoch of the southern
confederacy in every respect whatsoever.

It is necessary to state the plan itself
plainly in order that you may under-
stand it clearly and be prepared to accept
it heartily and act upon it promptly. fn
1894 Mr. Rouss addressed a fraternal,
patriotic letter through the mails to the
various camps of confederate veterans,
in which he called special attention to
the pressing necessity of establishing
some institution which would guard for-
ever ‘“‘the memories of the struggle of
the south for liberty, and evidences of
her glorious prowess in the field,” and
after expressing his own warm desires,
invited responses from his comrades.
Within a month replies came from hun-
dreds of sources, such as to call forth
his second letter, of December, the same
year, in which he says: “The theory of
the movement is this: That every con-
federate veteran should have a proprie-
tary interest in the institution: that each
of them should feel that he had con-
tributed something toward perpetuating
the memories of the great struggle in
which he had borne a part. The surviv-
ing veterans are unanimous in the desire
to perpetuate the memory of the glorious
struggles of the south for constifutional
rights, to pay deserved tribute to the
heroic deeds of their fallen comrades;
to furnish an inspiring object lesson to
their descendants and to leave to pos-
terity endearing proofs of the courage,
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loyalty and devotion to duty of the con- |

federate soldier. All this can be accom-
plished by concerted, united action.”
These noble sentiments went directly
to the hearts of all true people with a
warming influence which inspired afresh
the common desire to construct a truly

-monumental institution, belonging not to

one state, but to all states and enduring
not for one age but for all ages. They
aroused the deeply interested attention of
the surviving actors in the confederate
period, and upon the presentation of the

conception and plan to the convention at
Houston, where General Stephen D. Lee’

presided, the gallant Gordon represented
the feeling of his comrades in saying:
“T wish to place before this body a matter
which is of supreme interest to the sur-
vivors, and exceeds in its scope and im-
portance anything which has yet been
before you for your consideration. 1 am
proud to be the medium of making
known to you the purposes and plans of
one who as a private soldier in all the
Virginia campaigns, added laurels to his
own name and lustre to the history of
his own state and to our arms.”

‘We shall not attempt to describe the
enthusiasm of the vast body of people
gathered in the Auditorium at Hous-
ton when Colonel Wood was introduced
by Adjutant General Moorman and
stated that he was authorized by com-
rade Rouss to make a cash subsecription
of $100,000 as individual subscription to
the memorial fund when the monument

- assumed proper shape. It is enough to

say that this demonstration adds to the

. confidence of this committee that the

proposition of Mr. Rouss will meet with
a similar enthusiastic reception by south-
ern people elsewhere.

Such being the enthusiastic inaugur-
ation of the enteryrise we will proceed
further to explain to you what is con-
templated by this rare movement. It
is proposed that some southern city
shall be honored with the custody of
grounds, a building and a great collec-
tion of sacred mementoes representative
and illustrative of the period of the con-

federate war. Several large cities are

already competing for that honor. They
understand its significance. They appre-
ciate the ornament and the utility ~of
such a magnificent public institution.

The trust is recognized
honorable that can be ¢onferred upon
any place or people, a will give the
city that shall gain the/ prize a distine-
tion which will endure/ as long as love
of liberty and admiration for valor shall
exist in the hearts of our countrymen.
But the rivalry among these cities will
be generous, and when the gite shall -be
finally chosen all
cordial fraternity in making the fortu-
nat location the centre to which all efforts
will converge. / !

The building will be a stately fire-proof
durable structure /designed by skillful
architects and built with the utmost care.

It will be planned upon a large scale,
ample enough for the due care and cus-
tody of all mementoes that can be col-

lected from all quarters. It will have a
spacious halt for donfederate gatherings;

extensive apartemnts for a great library

of books, maps, papers, magazines, man-
useripts, diaries and records of all fur-

nishing the data of confederate history;
niches and galleries for portraits, paint-
ings, photographs, paintings and pic-

tures—all of confederate people, places
and scenes. Confederate medallions and
statuary will adorn the grounds and

buildings, and room will be provided for -
all relics and illustrative objects of every

character. This is but a cold outline of
that great memorial edifice in which will
be gathered the entire material for the
true history of every department of the
confederate government, of every south-
ern state, of every command in the con-
federate armies, and .as far as possible
of every praiseworthy action of the

chivalric men and the more than glox-

jous women of the south. Such mater-
ial will be cerefully collected from all

portions of our country and will in-.

crease in quantity and interest for years

to come. You yourself will be requested

to contributed in writing your knowl-
edge of events that transpired during the
days of the confederacy for filing in these
memorial archives. All parts of the
land will vie among themselves to be
foremost in sending these sacred and
invaluable mementoes. The value of
s%fh an institution is simply inconceiv-
able.

After this plain statement of the

noble motive which inspires tke movye-

8 the mosf

_laudable and m

aces will unite in

‘body of vigorous sons an
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ment, and the general scope of the great

_ undertaking it\only remains for us to

answer the quéstion how can such a
entous work be done?
Mr. Rouss has answered that question
on his part by the munificent tender. of
$100,000. We are\to reply by 'a popular
donaticen within a few months of a simi-
lar sum, and 2 board of. wisely chosen
administrators selected from all parts of
she country will execute your will with-

. out other reward than the priceless con-
_ sciousness of having carried into effective

operation the most patriotic scheme of
the age. Now in order that'we might

‘have a practical plan for raising our part

of the contribution the = committee on
ways and means haye taken this special
question into the most careful considera-
tion proposed a plan of action which the
general committee adopted and the ex-
ecutive committee will carry into im-
mediate operation. The committee on
ways and means composed of Col. R.
Q. Wood, Major W. R. Garrett and Cap-
tain L. C. Tentent, appreciate the fact
that to raise the additional amount of
$100,000 ‘‘is the most important matter
that can occupy our attention, as upon
this point rests the success of the great

. work.” But they express their confi-

dence after full consideration of the
sources that the required sum will be
rap'dly raised. They point out as the
first source the greas body of confederate
veterans already enrolled in the nearly
800 camps of the U. C. V., fifty thousand
strong, and next a large number of con-
federates belonging to various associa-
tions besides those who are attached to
the order, altogether certainly not less
than a hundred thousand whose hearts
are in the movement. The noble women
of the south who were first to propose
memorials of the confederate cause and
will be the last to cease the effort to
perpetuate our sacred memories and our
fame will be surely depended on ' to
achieve success for the present worthy
scheme. With these appear the great

B daughters who
are imbued with the spirit of their
fathers and mothers and into whose
hands after a short time the rich inheri-
tance of the memorial building with all
its priceless contents will come. They

_ alone-are numerous enough and devoted

encugh to such an object to accomplish
our purpose if it was proper to commit
it to them without our aid, Besides
there are thousands of {friends, north
and south, who perceive the real worth
to our whole country of this institution
as a means of confirming and increasing
the patriotic American spirit, and will
be glad to enroll their names among its
founders. It is better to reach all these
interested classes by concerted action
through a general popular subscription
than to accept the most liberal donations
of a few men of wealth. It is also un-
questionably true that' far more than
the amount which must-be added to the

.donation of Mr. Rouss to make it avail-

able is now at this moment ready for
delivery in small amounts by a true and
enthusiastic people. It is also true that
this ready general contribution must be
made' at once "without any delay, and
to that end some simple feasible plan of
solicitation must be put into immediate
operation. The executive committeg,
composed of Col. J. R. MecIntosh, Gen.
Chalaron and Maj. Garrett, will organ-
ize that plan through which every ‘camp
and association of confederacy in the
United States. every chapter of the
daughters of the confederacy, and every
branch of the Sons of Veterans will be
efficiently reached. Our true, and tried
women, with whom such work is a |
labor of love, will be specially enlisted
and will be irresistable. Through all
these agencies the cities, towns and
country will be quickly canvassed, and

the executive committee will be made

able to report the triumphant of the
sacred offering made in full by her
people.  Further detailed description of
these practical means to secure speedy,
enthusiastic concerted action_is not here
necessary, since the executive committee
will at once prepare and forward  all
literature explanatory, of the plan.

. We must now say to you that the

Lright hopes of this szacred cause which
is now in *“he bloom.cannot be withered
except Ly youar delay in executing the
feasible plan submitted. ‘Not to act
now is to fail forever!” @ This passing
winter must oe succeeded by a spring
which will announce with its opening
flowers the fulfillment of our design.
Therefore, the commanders and officers



























